Three Have Resigned 


Viet War Splits 
Birch Leadershin 
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CHICAGO — The war in 
Vietnam, which has divided 
the Nation’s political liberals 
and moderates into quarreling 
factions, has just as certainly 
split the top leadership of the 
John Birch Society. 

“The war in Vietnam is the 
issue that broke the back of 
the camel,” said Slobodan M. 
Draskovich, Who resigned this 
week from the Society’s Coun- 
cil, the group which advises 
Birch Society founder Robert 
Welch. Draskovich is a former 
Yugoslav economist now living 
in the United States. i 

In the past, Welch criticized 
any American involvement in 
Vietnam; and now he is offer- 
ing his followers the alterna- 
native: Either get out or go 
all out to win. 


The Last Straw 


Draskovich said he had dis- 
agreed with Welch on various 
issues before, but what he 
called “this vacillation about 
Vietnam” was the last straw. 

“There is only one way in 
Vietnam,” he said, “and that 
is to win. We must have vic- 
tory!” 

The Draskovich resignation, 
announced last week, came 
within two days of the resig- 
nation of another Council 
member, Revilo P. Oliver,- a 
classics scholar at the Univer- 
sity of Illinois, in Urbana. 
Both gave up membership in 
the Society as well as the 
Council. 

This double dropout from 
the Birch high command of 
patriotism has shaken the Birch 
Society across the Nation. 

Draskovich said it reflects 
confusion running through the 
entire Society structure. 

“There is no mystery about 
this,” Draskovich said in an 
interview. “I would say, in ex- 
plaining, that the fight has 
gone out of Mr. Welch and 
the John Birch Society.” 

Have any other, council 
members resigned? 

“There have been three re- 
cently. Mr. Coleman Andrews 
of Virginia dropped out six 
months ago, and Dr. Oliver, 
and I now.” 

Draskovich had been in se- 


president of the Serbian Cul- 
tural Club which serves as a 
kind of clearing house and so- 
cial center for the 70,000 Yu- 
goslavs in the Chicago-Mil- 
waukee-Gary area. Formerly 
he was a political activist in 
Yugoslavia, battling against 
Communists on the one hand 
and Fascists oh the other. 

At one time in recent years 
he had thought of renaming 
the 15-year old club, which he 
now heads, the Serbian John 
Birch Society, “but no long- 
er ; he said. “We are more 
militant than the Birch Socie- 
ty, you see.” 

Double Criticism 

Draskovich accused Welch 
of becoming static on the one 
hand and confused on the oth- 
er in his views. 

“Our members should be 
given clear guidelines and 
leadership and than be sent 
out into the fight,” Drasko- 
vich said. “We should never 
prevent them from public de- 
bate as Mr. Welch has done.” 
“The Birch Society will not 
stop the Communist conspir- 
acy under Mr. Welch,” he said. 
“Under him, its influence is de- 
creasing. For a time the Society 
influenced public opinion in an 
important way, but now it is on 
the wane. 

“We got our best members 
in 1961 when the first wave of 
vilification came from the 
press and only the strongest 
men were with us. But now 
there, is a shift so it’s not of- 
fending anyone and the quali- 
ty of membership has gone 
down as the Society has 
sought more public accept 
ance.” 


The Council of the Society 
meets quarterly in various 
parts of the country. Its mem- 
bership fluctuates, and new 
members are brought in at 
Welch’s invitation. Draskovich 
became a member in 1959. 


The last Council meeting, 
held in Chicago in June, was 
the scene of serious quarrels 


elusion in a country retreat 
where he is ' writing a book 
about the battle between com- 
munism and the forces of the 
West, he said, “a book clearly 
outlining the issues and giving 
hope to conservatives. There 
is too much despair among 
conservatives today.” 

In Chicago, Draskovich is| 
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i Welch. 

Oliver has refused to elab- 
orate on his reasons for res- 
ignation. In a press statement, 

| he said: 

“. . . Changes which have tak- 
en place internally in the or- 
ganization and in its policies 
leave me no alternative but to 
dissociate myself from it.” 

“I do not know exactly why 
Dr. Oliver resigned,” said 
Draskovich, “But I believe he 
shared my feelings.” 



